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President- Mr. G. Binns Ph,.323670 


Vice~Pres- Mr. R. Borch 428630 
Secretary- Miss H. Burgess 372210 
Treasurer- Mr. S. Reynolds 327721 
Editor- Mrs. B, Gray 322136 


Meetines held in the Administrative 
Building at the School of Mines, 
Lydiard st. Sth. first Friday of 
each month at 8 pam, 


ANNUAL MELTING 2nd MARCH: Speaker - Mr. John Blytiie, 
Head of Survey Dept. National Museum of Victoria. 
Subject - "Impact of Water Development on Acquatic Life." 


MEETING 6th APRIL: Mr. Bill Davis will be favouring us 
by showing the film "Last Day of a Wilderness" and 
members ere invited to make a donation towards the 


fustralian Conservation Foundation on the night. 


EXCURSIONS: 4th March - Enfield Forest Park 
24th March (Saturday) Lake Burrumbeet. 
: Leader G, Binns. 
8th April - Leigh River, Grenville, Mt. Mercer 
2 Area. Leader L. Fink. 
‘AlL the above excursions are "half-day", Leaving Crockers 
Corner (Armstrong St. side) at 1,30 pani. 


SYLLABUS CARDS listing meetings, items, excursions and 
leaders, for 1979-Feb. 1980 will be available at the 
April ineeting. ; 


NEW MEMBER; At the February meeting Urs. Margaret 
Tonkin was welcomed te wie Club. 


CONGRATULATIONS: Mr. Jack Wheeler was awarded the British 
Empire Medal in the New Years Nonours List, for his con- 
tribution to Natural iiistory and Conservation. 


W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMP-OUT AT HALLS GAP, APRIL 27th - 29th. 


Dr. Jim Willis, noted botanist and author, has 
accepted an invitation to launch the book entitled "The 
Distribution and Conservation of Native Vascular Plants 
in the Victorian Mallee" by A.C. Beauglehole during the 
Saturday night session of the WVFNCA camp~out , 


The book is the culmination of many years work. 
The author Cliff Beauglehole has provided a large volume 
of valuable information in a presentable sound manner. 
Emphasis has been placed on Rare, Interesting and Re- 
stricted species clearly indicating whether such species 
are adequately reserve or otherwise. The 100-page report 
contains Aims, Methods, Assessments etc, as well as 8 
appendices, The large multicolored map provided clearly 
defines the 16 sectors, 59 blocks and the several hundred 
sub-blocks to allow the most reliable entry of data 
possible thus enabling accurate conservation comparisons, 


Stawell Field Naturalist's Giub are arranging an 
excclient programme for the week-end, including an 
interesting drive to view Aboriginal cave paintings, on 
the Sunday. ; 


Many visitors are expected for this camp=out, 
particularly on the Saturday night. If any Ballarat 
members can assist with the supper (by providing some 
biscuits and perhaps a few pairs of willing hands) this 
would be much appreciated by the Stawell Club. 


CONTROLLED BURNING: Further to the resolution at the 
October 1978 meeting, we have received a letter from 
Geelong F N.C. expressing concern at the apparent Lack 
of supervision of controlled burning and requesting 
"that during the next six monvns, the WVFNCA collects 
and collates information from all member organizations 
on the use and misuse of control burning on forest and 
public lands, so that the question can be adequately _ 
discussed at the April 1979 meeting". 


VARIETY FILM NIGHT: A wide selection of topics was 
covered at "Member's Night" on 2nd February. Rob Borch's | 
movie film on the "Camp-Out" at Snake Valley was very well 
received. Following this Florence Williamson showed 

excellent slides of many wild-flowers and shrubs in W.A. 

She captured the famous "Wild Flower Gardens of the West"! 

at their best, on various trips over that way. 


Helen Burgess's flight over Antartica made a marked 
contrast to the previous slides. We enjoyed many views 
of pack ice, glaciers, snow, mountains and cloud 

formations. 

| Ken Hammond had some shots of the Grampians, and 
soma excellent wild life ones taken at Wyperfeld National 
Park, Kangaroos, emus, a well camouflaged tawny frog- 

| noneEy other birds and some wildflowers made a variety. 


Peter Fry's area was different again and we were 
impressed with the grandeur of Mt. Cobbler, Mt. Buller 
and Mt. Buffalo. The 4 wheel drive vehicles reached 
secmingly inaccessible places and Masses of twisted snow 
gums were quite beautiful. 


Lois Ars) Stan Reynolds showed films taken from a 
Bush Pilot's plane on a flight from Cairns to Cooktown. 
Rain forests, the Barrier Reef, miles of coastline and 
the Endeavour River made an interesting study. 


Pranic Harrap had some attractive Slides of the 
Suthoriand Creek near Steiglitz, taken on one of our 
excursions. And further, some lovely scenes in the Otways, 
from Gellibrand to Turton's Track. The views of tree 
ferns and creeks were appreciated on the particular 

evening, after a day's Poe utieee of AKO (Whe ever said 
Ballarat was a cold ESOT 


To conclude the Pot-pourri of slides Greg Binns 
treated the audience to pictures of our excursion to 
Merrin Merrin Swamp, including a silver gull's nest with 
2 eggs and black swan's nests with 7 and\5 eggs respect- 
ively. The Sturt National Park in S.W. Queensland 
provided some slides of lizards, various birds, flowers 
and a Kangaroo's "wallow", A vote of thanks was moved to 
all concerned. Be cease pou 3. 


THE LAST CLUB OUTING was to Anglesea/Airey's Inlet and 
Angahook Forest Park. By devious routes 6 cars met to 
partake of Miss White's very welcome refreshments before 
going on to Airey's Inlet. One car load was fortunate at 
Mt. Mercer to see a large flock of wood duck ata roadside 
dam, and a flock of mountain duck and other waterfowl near 
Inverleigh. 

At Airey's Inlet Miss White pointed out many sea- 
shore plants and several interesting geological features 
including several sea washed caverns in the volcanic rock, 
Opportunity was taken, because of low tide, to explore the 
rock pools. Several extremely well camouflaged crabs were 


examined with interest, a couple of specimens of a sea 
orchid were of great interest. 


We then continued to Mogg's Creek entrance to 
Angahook, to partake of lunch. Several members were 
fortunate in sighting a rufous fantail, and hyacinth 
orchids were in plentiful supply round the Picnic area. 
After lunch the short walk track was examined with much 
to interest keen observers. Many small plants were noted 
to be in flower and native currant berries were sampled. 
An interesting find was believed to be a Stink-horn fungi. 


Amongst the birds noted were both leaden and satin 


flycatchers, red rosellas, several different honeyeaters 
and many grey fantails. 


Later, opportunity was taken to examine an early 
pioneer's hut at Airey's Inlet, built much before 1880. 
After which members made their own way home, 

Thenk you Miss White for a well organised and very 
enjoyable excursion. 


OS me ee EY SE LE SND OS ENN FS LH SND SO Rete Late tas ES Oe Ge eS ee ee 


C.C.V. "TRASH AND TREASURE"; 
to know that the October 1978 "Trash & Treasure" realized 
£560. The next one is to be held on 31st March, and Greg. 
Binns will take down any saleable items if handed in by 


early March. Proceeds to Conservation Council of Victoria 
Finance Committee. 


4, 


Members will be gratified 


C-C.V. TOUR OF GIPPSLAND: 30th April to 5th May 1979. 
RE eon eeeevanennstemeoeaeneerag ; 


£180: Particulars from C.C.V., 324 William Street, 
Melbourne 3000. Phone 3295377. ; 


President Mr. Phil, Brown. Director Mr. Reg. Johnson. 


CHRONOLOGY OF THE GRAMPIANS. 
a NE EE GRAMPTANS 


1834 The Henty family settled in Portland. 


1836 Major Mitchell discovers the Grampians, approaching 
them from the north-east. He named the ranges after 
the Grampian Mountains of his native Scotland, — 
because of their similarity. 


1838 Edward John Eyre Passed through the area. 


1839-LO Pastoral pioneers began arriving in the Grampians 
area including C.B. Hall (1840) after whom Hall's 


Gap is named. Captain Briggs who gave his name to 
Briggs Bluff, was one of the first, 


1853 Discovery of gold at Pleasant Creek near Stawell. 


1857 Sawmill established at Stawell. 
1859 Discovery of the first aboriginal~painted shelter 
in Victoria by Mr. Sam Carter at Glenisla Station. 


1872 Proclamation of 5,000 hectares as the Grampian 
State Forest under the Land Act. 


1876 Railway to Stawell opened - via Ararat. 


1877 W.C. Hale, Caretaker, Grampian State Forest, 
submits report on wattle bark stripping in the area. 


1900 Gold rush below Mt. William. Maximum population of 
g0ld-field 9,000. Township of Mafeking centre of 
field. : 

1907 Dedication of the bulk 


of the Grampians as Reserved 
Forest. . 
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1923 First tourist road construction commenced in the 
Grampians by the Country Roads Board from ilallis 


Gap to Zumpsteins,. 


192k Tourist road from Halis Gap south towards Dunkeld 
commenced. Guest houses in EELS Gap reported to 
accommodate 300 visitors. 


1930 Silvicuitural works carried out by reiief fangs 
during the depression. 


1939 Major fire burned through the Mt. Difficult range, 
Wonderland area, Fyans Creek and Wannon Valleys. 


1939-45 Large volumes of dry wood were sent from the 
Stawell Forest District to Melbourne for firewood, 
and substantial amounts of wood weve converted to 
charcoal in the area during the wartime emergency. 


1944 Pirst use of a bulldozer to TOSSA forest roads 
in the Grampians. 


1957 Fisheries and Wildlife Department released a large 
number of koalas from French Island. 


1963 wonderland Forest Park created. 


1972 The numte: of visitors -to Wonderland Forest Park 
exceeds 150,000 in @ year. 


{Cour EBey, Forests Commission, WicLonta®) 
Contributed by P. Murphy. 


2m EB mee GRP OF OH OER HE BH Shes SEED OD 4D He CTD OL GR ORD OEE eo te CF CD 


AN INTRRESTING FACT: A keen horticulturist from the 
Horsham district had trouble germinating seeds of the 
White Cedar (Melia azererach). After much trial and 
error he buried the seeds two feet under ground for 2 

years, then after raising ene planted them 1? from the 


surface with exe elijent resvits 


DR me AD Gow OTD me EHH AD AID Oe HRD OID COG EA KID MEY HOD CLD AMD aad GD YE) CK 


‘They tell me that ‘iher worm will turn 
Such nonsense makes me gigglic! 
‘The only thing a worm will do 
Is wri eter wriggle, wriggle} 


ECOLOGY - THE STUDY OF COMMUNITIES. 
A 
(Oikos - a house. Logos - discourse) 


Over 100 years ago when John Gould wrote his books, 
he said he was mostly concerned about telling people of 
his discoveries. But even then, he found it necessary 
to speak of the problems which would face Australian 
naturalists: So he wrote..cscecece ' 


"Australia -— a part of the worlds surface still in 
maiden dress, but the charms will not be Long before 
they are ruffled, and their true character no longer 
Seen, Thase charms will not survive the stockholder, 
the farmer, and the miner, each vying with the other to 
obliterate that which is pleasing to the naturalist; and 
fortunate do I consider the circumstances which induced 
me to visit this country while so much of it remained in 
its primitive state," 


Today we see this vision of nature in an altered 
land, Land utilization in Australia is rapidly approach- 
ing its inevitable end: the day on which there is no land 
ieft uncommitted to man's use. On that day, the only 
virgin bush left will be that which is specifically set 
aside to conserve it. , 


As that day comes nearer we the people or this land 
muss recognize, face and plan for the future, that Great 
challenge to conserve our natural resources, while we use 
and enjoy them, be they soils, forests or individual 
piants and animals. es 


There is no need to dwell on the effect man has had 
on the Wildlife:of Australia. Before we came our 
Aboriginal predecessors left their impression through 
fire and hunting; not that all fires are detrimental. 
They probably caused some Species to become extinct 
because even their minor activities were enough to tip 
_the balance of natural selection. These would include 
less well adjusted members resulting from extreme 
climatic changes that is the Ice age. These animals, 


Tho 


birds and plants became extinct between 12,000 years 
ago and the time wnite man came to Australia. 


Our colonial forefatiers came with more fire, the 
axe and flocks of cattle; in addition they creuted 
havoc by introducing ether more ef Eee e hb mammals, the 
cat, the dog, foxes, rabbits, guavs and Rares, so that 
today we are left with a flora and Huns which thas, almest 
everywhere, felt the dmpact of alici elements dir tie 
environment as well as tiie direct effect of mana end his 
activities. 

AS & result the environmenc of all Austvalian 
animals etc. has changed; in some cases acdi , 
species that prey on native fauna, like the Fox, os 
rabbits on the flora, with an efficiency they cannot 
control. Therefore they will sucerrmy, tinmese that survive 
these --, predevows Hiei SUIViVe, But predation is not 
the only way in which introductions render the ha wees 
unsuitable; some will compete for food, lixe the LES 
thus it its possibile this is why tue Thyszacine and 
Tasmanian Devil disappeared from the Meiniand. By their 
numbers alone alieis can so alter the environment that 
native species will neo longer survive; some Like catti 
will foul creeks and swamps, aud some the very Srssaceer eee 
of the soil and therefore the vegetation. iowever, some 
native animals, birds and plants will adapt, like the 
bush possums and kangaroos, maspies, willie-wagtails etc., 
and plants in gardens an¢? nurserios. Eventually cur 
fauna will setti- “uwn but like England, *i<¢ preseat CY 
faun- 27> Locally different to that of tie Romans anc. 
Anglo Saxons, titus our fauna will change. ‘Then a list of 
native animals may read like this - koalas, kangaroos, 
foxes, rabbits, etc. and birds and.plants likewise, 
already Crucifix orchids are listed with native orchids. 


2 


In this charcse which is sweeping the country side of 
Australia today, is evolution in progross. An evolution 
Similar in kind, but probably magnified in intensity, to 
the great chanses and extinctions of the Upper Plustocene 
period when man first made his presence felt in North 
America and Europe, ‘fhe study of these chauges will help 
us understand wha i happened in the past. ; , 
ae be qontoused). 


